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Senate
The Senate met at 12 noon and was

called to order by the President pro
tempore [Mr. THURMOND].

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Lloyd John
Ogilvie, offered the following prayer:

Gracious Father, our hearts are at
half mast with grief over the death of
JOHN CHAFEE, our cherished friend, dis-
tinguished Senator, patriotic Amer-
ican, and devoted leader. We praise You
for this good and kindly man, this dis-
cerning and decisive legislator, this ex-
ample of integrity and vision. We
thank You for his stability, his
strength, his sagacity. He expressed
Your caring and concern for each of his
fellow Senators and was a bridge build-
er, always seeking consensus. All of us
in the Senate family came to admire
him as a great American.

Now we ask You to comfort his wife
and family in this time of grief. Give
them courage rooted in the assurance
that death is not an ending but a tran-
sition in eternal life, the peace that
comes from the conviction that he is
with You and the hope that flows from
Your Spirit, giving the promise that
You will never leave nor forsake them.
Grant them and all of us who loved and
admired JOHN CHAFEE a new dedication
to emulate his commitment to be a
servant leader. In the name of the Res-
urrection and the Life. Amen.
f

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The honorable PAT ROBERTS, a

Senator from the State of Kansas, led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

f

RECOGNITION OF THE ACTING
MAJORITY LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. ROB-
ERTS). The distinguished Senator from
Pennsylvania is recognized.

SCHEDULE
Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I have

been asked to make the opening com-
ments on behalf of our distinguished
majority leader.

This morning the Senate will be in a
period of morning business until 2 p.m.
Following morning business, the Sen-
ate will resume consideration of the
motion to proceed to S. 434, the African
trade bill. As a reminder, cloture on
the motion to proceed to the bill was
filed on Friday. Therefore, pursuant to
rule XXII, that vote will occur tomor-
row 1 hour after the Senate convenes
unless an agreement is made between
the two leaders. Later today, the Sen-
ate is expected to proceed to executive
session in an effort to debate several
nominations currently on the calendar.
As previously announced, there will be
no rollcall votes during today’s session
of the Senate.
f

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I un-
derstand that there are two bills at the
desk due for their second reading.

I ask that they be read consecu-
tively.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the bills by title.

The bill clerk read as follows:
A bill (S. 1770) to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to permanently extend the
research and development credit and to ex-
tend certain other expiring provisions for 30
months, and for other purposes.

A bill (S. 1771) to provide stability in the
United States agriculture sector and to pro-
mote adequate availability of food and medi-
cine for humanitarian assistance abroad by
requiring congressional approval before the
imposition of any unilateral agricultural or
medical sanction against a foreign country
or foreign entity.

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, on be-
half of the leader, I object to further
proceeding on the bills at this time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the rule, the bills will be placed on the
calendar.

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, leadership time is
reserved.
f

MORNING BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, there will now be a
period for the transaction of morning
business with Senators permitted to
speak therein for not to exceed 5 min-
utes each, with the following excep-
tions: The Senator from Illinois, Mr.
DURBIN, is to be recognized to speak
until 1 p.m., and the Senator from Wy-
oming, Mr. THOMAS, is to be recognized
to speak until 2 p.m.
f

IN HONOR OF SENATOR JOHN
CHAFEE

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I come
to the Senate Chamber this morning to
comment about the untimely passing
of our distinguished colleague, Senator
JOHN CHAFEE.

Senator CHAFEE died last night of
heart failure, and I learned about it
when I arrived in town this morning,
at, I must say, a considerable shock.
Senator CHAFEE sat next to me in the
Senate. In addition to proximity, we
were very close on many, many other
lines. Senator CHAFEE leaves behind an
extraordinary record as a great human-
itarian, a great Senator, and a really
great American. His political career is
legendary—four terms in the Senate,
elected in 1976, 1982, 1988, and again in
1994. Prior to that, he served three
terms as the Governor of Rhode Island.
His biography on the web site states
that Senator JOHN CHAFEE is the only
Republican to be elected to the Senate
from Rhode Island in the past 68 years.

He brought a unique perspective to
the Senate as a protector of the envi-
ronment and as a firm advocate for ex-
panding health care to every American.
During the contentious days in 1993 and
1994 when the Senate was considering
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the extension of health care, Senator
CHAFEE organized a small group of cen-
trists to meet in his office every Thurs-
day morning at 8:30, and came forward
with a very solid bill on health care.
More recently, Senator CHAFEE was the
leader of a group of centrists, both Re-
publicans and Democrats, to come for-
ward with a Patients’ Bill of Rights. He
had an understanding and a political
breadth that led to accolades from the
U.S. Chamber of Commerce and from
the American Civil Liberties Union.

He was the leader of a small group of
centrists, also known as moderates,
and he brought a degree of civility to
this body and this Congress at a time
when civility was sorely lacking. JOHN
CHAFEE could walk into a room full of
controversy and arguments, strike a
middle course, and bring Senators and
Members on all sides to a position of
coalescence and accommodation.

JOHN CHAFEE was a strong family
man, very close to his wife Ginny, and
was also an active squash player. I
tried to lure him to the squash courts
early in the morning. He would have
nothing of 7 a.m. squash. My wife lives
in Philadelphia; JOHN CHAFEE’s wife
lives in Washington. He insisted on
first things first. You could find him in
the afternoon frequently playing
squash with JOHN WARNER, both com-
ing in for a vote freshly showered.

JOHN CHAFEE brought his son to our
centrist meeting recently, who is a
mayor of Rhode Island’s second biggest
city and who is seeking to succeed
JOHN CHAFEE in the Senate. I noted
last Thursday afternoon that JOHN
CHAFEE missed three votes. We were on
a bill and had three controversial votes
at 5:30, and I worried a little bit about
JOHN CHAFEE but had no idea that the
situation was as serious as it developed
with his passing last night of heart
failure.

JOHN CHAFEE leaves a powerful leg-
acy in many lives, a real giant in the
Senate, and he will be sorely missed on
legislative lines and on compassionate
lines because he was such a good friend
to all 99 of his fellow Senators.

I yield the floor.
Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I rise

with deep and heavy sadness to mourn
the passing of a great statesman, my
dear friend, JOHN CHAFEE, from Rhode
Island.

There will be a lot of eulogies on the
floor over the next several days. For
the moment, I want to say a few words
about a very great man, a very close
friend, someone who I think is one of
the best Members of the Senate in
many, many years.

First, a little bit of history about
JOHN CHAFEE. He was born to one of the
most prominent New England families.
He could have coasted. He could have
gone into business. He could have gone
into law. No, he did not do that. What
did he do? He chose service to his peo-
ple. It was an extraordinary life of
service.

JOHN was a marine. JOHN fought in
the historic battle at Guadalcanal. A

few years later, he reenlisted and led
troops in combat in Korea.

On a lighter note, as far as I know,
Senator CHAFEE was the only Member
of the Senate who was also a member
of the American College Wrestling Hall
of Fame. Move over, Jesse Ventura. We
have a wrestler in the Hall of Fame.

JOHN, after serving in the armed
services, later turned to public service.
He was a Governor of Rhode Island. He
was a Secretary of the Navy. Since
1976, he was a Member of the Senate.

When I first joined the Senate about
20 years ago, the last thing in the world
I believed was over a period of time he
and I would become very close friends.
We were sitting as junior Members,
very far away from each other, on the
Finance Committee and also on the En-
vironment and Public Works Com-
mittee. I am from Montana. JOHN is
from Rhode Island. In Montana, we
even have ranches the size of the State
of Rhode Island. We were from very dif-
ferent States with different constitu-
encies. Nevertheless, it was a cir-
cumstance of seniority that brought us
together. I was very privileged to work
with JOHN. We exchanged chairman-
ships and ranking memberships on the
Environment and Public Works Com-
mittee. We developed a very close rela-
tionship.

He was one of the best persons, in my
judgment, in the Senate. On the Fi-
nance Committee, he worked to bal-
ance the budget. He put fiscal aus-
terity, on behalf of future generations,
ahead of ideology. He worked for a sys-
tem of free trade. Most important,
JOHN spoke for those people in the
shadows—the poor, the elderly, and
children. Especially children with spe-
cial needs, whether it was Medicaid or
welfare reform, JOHN was a very strong
advocate. In fact, he was a stronger ad-
vocate by far than most Members of
the Senate.

On the Environment and Public
Works Committee, which he chaired,
he did so in the great tradition of other
New England Senators: Ed Muskie, Bob
Stafford and George Mitchell. Tremen-
dous tradition on that committee.

His accomplishments are legion. We
breathe cleaner air because of JOHN
CHAFEE. Because of his diligent work
on the Clean Water Act, we drink
cleaner water because of JOHN CHAFEE.
We have a rich legacy, and JOHN
CHAFEE left that legacy to our children
and grandchildren. In addition, he vig-
orously pushed through the Oil Pollu-
tion Act in the wake of the Valdez trag-
edy; the Safe Drinking Water Act; En-
dangered Species Act; the National
Wildlife Refuge System is in place be-
cause of Muskie, Stafford, and, particu-
larly, JOHN CHAFEE; the Coastal Barrier
Resources System—all bear JOHN’s
mark.

Personally, I will remember JOHN
CHAFEE as a decent, civil, courteous,
commonsense gentleman. His issues
and the legislation he worked for were
very important. But it is the man who
means the most to me and is remem-

bered most by me. He reminds me of
my father. He never raised his voice,
never lost his temper, was always
calm, always cool, often with a little
twinkle in his eye, a sense of humor.
He had respect for life. He knew what
was important and not important. He
kept his eye on the ball and wouldn’t
let conversations drift to gossip or ex-
traneous matters that didn’t matter;
they prevented Members from accom-
plishing the objective.

Uncommon common sense. JOHN
CHAFEE had a sixth sense for common
sense. He knew the basic, balanced,
right thing to do.

Senator SPECTER mentioned the or-
ganizations he put together, the mod-
erates working on health care. That is
only one of the many examples of JOHN
CHAFEE trying to get something ac-
complished for the good of America.

Unquestioned integrity. We say
around here that a man’s word is his
bond. It is true. We always strive to-
ward it because we know it is nec-
essary, not only to get legislation
passed but it is one of the most impor-
tant things in life. We knew when JOHN
said something it was true. No one ever
questioned what JOHN said.

My father’s name was JOHN. Maybe
that is part of it. The two of them re-
mind me so much of each other. Both
were veterans and knew the impor-
tance of America—maybe because they
were veterans. JOHN knew from fight-
ing at Guadalcanal, fighting in Korea,
fighting for American virtues, Amer-
ican values and what is right in Amer-
ica. Maybe that is what enabled him to
keep his perspective and calm.

It has been mentioned he is a family
man. I saw it many times. Not too
many days ago I was on the floor with
JOHN and he said: Gee, I promised
Ginny I would be home by 2 o’clock
today. His legs were bothering him.
Gee, I want to get this bill passed; I
will vote on this.

He was torn for the right reasons,
torn between family and duty. But he
gave honor to both because they were
so important to JOHN.

I, too, was stunned when I learned of
JOHN’s death last night. We will miss
him terribly. He was a most wonderful
man. His memory will be embedded
strongly in all of us. It is a memory I
know I will cherish forever and ever. I
will always see JOHN’s twinkle, his
smile, his earnest sense of trying to do
the right thing.

On behalf of my wife, Wanda, and my
staff, our deepest sympathy and condo-
lences go to Ginny and the family, as
well as members of JOHN’s staff, some
of whom are on the floor. JOHN was
very close to his staff. It is a wonder-
ful, tight knit family. Our deepest con-
dolences go out to all of them.

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, listen-
ing to Senator BAUCUS, I am reminded
of a couple of other items about Sen-
ator CHAFEE which I think ought to be
mentioned. One is that he served as
Secretary of the Navy, and, secondly,
he served in the Marine Corps during
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World War II and was part of the inva-
sion of Guadalcanal, the largest of the
Solomon Islands in the Pacific.

He was recalled during the Korean
war. I had always wondered about the
fairness of the World War II veterans
being recalled during the Korean war. I
served myself during the Korean war
stateside as a special agent in the Of-
fice of Special Investigations of the Air
Force. At that time, so many of my
colleagues avoided military service by
going off to law school or graduate
school. I had noted at that time that so
many veterans were so called. Ted Wil-
liams stuck in my mind, a great base-
ball player, who served during World
War II and went off to the Korean war,
cutting short his playing time.

I had a discussion with JOHN CHAFEE
about that one day. I asked him about
his views on being recalled to active
service during the Korean war when so
many were not serving at all. In his
characteristic patriotic way he said,
no, there was a job to be done and he
was going to do it. He was glad to serve
again in Korea, a marine in the tough-
est kind of work.

That was JOHN CHAFEE; always a
great patriot and a great American.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The dis-
tinguished Senator from Nevada is rec-
ognized.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, last week
Paul Laxalt and I were talking about
some general items, and the name JOHN
CHAFEE came up. We had a pleasant
visit, Senator Laxalt and I, talking
about JOHN CHAFEE, talking about how
much we liked him, what a good guy he
was, what a good friend of ours he was.
In my opinion, the United States has
lost one of its true heroes. JOHN
CHAFEE died last night. I say this not
simply to honor his time in the Senate,
where he served with distinction for 23
years; I say it because of the way JOHN
CHAFEE lived his life.

From a very young age, he showed
the characteristics of leadership he
went on to display throughout his
whole life. When JOHN was only 11
years old, he saved the life of a young
boy who had fallen into a frozen pond
where they were playing hockey. Ev-
eryone else stood around. Little JOHN
CHAFEE went into the water to save
this boy’s life.

He was a student at Yale during the
Second World War. He had completed 3
years of school at Yale when he joined
the U.S. Marine Corps to go fight for
his country, and fight for his country
he did. On his 20th birthday, he partici-
pated in the invasion of Guadalcanal—
a marine who served with distinction
in the Second World War.

The definitive book written about
the Korean War is a book called ‘‘The
Coldest War,’’ written by a man named
Brady. The hero of that book is JOHN
CHAFEE, a captain in the U.S. Marine
Corps during that coldest war. I have
spoken on any number of occasions
about JOHN CHAFEE, about what a hero
he was to me and to the rest of the
country. I am happy to do that today

so this RECORD can be spread through-
out the Senate for his family, his staff,
and many, many friends.

JOHN CHAFEE truly was a hero, as in-
dicated in that book, ‘‘The Coldest
War.’’ He is a man who served as Sec-
retary of the Navy during the height of
the war in Vietnam. He was a very,
very effective legislator. He was, as has
been indicated by Senator BAUCUS, a
very quiet, self-effacing man. He as-
sumed positions of leadership that
would have been easy to simply avoid.
On the committee on which I served
with him for 13 years, Environment
and Public Works, he was a leader even
before he became chairman of that
committee.

Some of the finest work JOHN CHAFEE
did is not legislation that has been
completed. One example is the Endan-
gered Species Act, a very difficult bill
that had to come forward. He was able,
2 years ago, to put together a very im-
portant piece of legislation, and got
the help of the subcommittee, Gov-
ernor Kempthorne, then-Senator
Kempthorne, so we had two Repub-
licans and we had the ranking member
of the full committee, Senator BAUCUS,
and I was a ranking member of the sub-
committee. We all joined together.
None of us wanted to be on that legis-
lation, but we had to be because it was
the right thing to do, as the leadership
of JOHN CHAFEE indicated. It was legis-
lation that should have passed. We are
always going to look back at that piece
of legislation, saying if we had done
that, the problems with the Endan-
gered Species Act would be behind us.

He served as Governor of the State of
Rhode Island, and his service in the
Governorship of Rhode Island, even
though many years before he came to
the Senate, was marked by the same
dogged determination to get things
done. He did not believe in the status
quo. He didn’t believe in gridlock. He
had determination and spoke up when
he felt strongly about issues, and there
were a lot of issues he felt strongly
about, such as health and the environ-
ment.

He was elected Governor of the State
of Rhode Island when he was 39 years
old. By that time, though, he had al-
ready served in two wars, had come
back to Yale and completed his degree
there, and then got a law degree from
Harvard. That is pretty good. Even
that was not the end of his service. Be-
fore becoming Governor, he served 6
years in the General Assembly of the
State of Rhode Island.

As Governor of the State of Rhode Is-
land, he helped bring Rhode Island into
the modern era. He created the State’s
community college system, created the
Rhode Island Public Transportation
Administration, which did many things
but is noted for the construction of
Interstate 95 and the Newport Bridge,
two infrastructure projects that al-
lowed Rhode Island to flourish as it
does today.

He fought for fair housing and unem-
ployment laws. He fought to get things

done. He not only fought for them but
was able to get them passed. He pro-
vided for State-provided heath care for
the elderly long before Medicare came
into being. He developed the Green
Acres Program, which was a visionary
concept of protecting Rhode Island’s
natural wonders for future generations,
which is a precursor to this antisprawl
talk we are now hearing from the
White House. They only need to look
back 20 or 30 years ago, and JOHN
CHAFEE had done the same thing that
is being talked about with this urban
sprawl problem we now have.

The leadership JOHN CHAFEE showed
as Governor of Rhode Island in the
mid-1960s led the Republican chief ex-
ecutives to name him their chairman.
In 1969, President Nixon called upon
this man, JOHN CHAFEE, to take on the
challenge—and it was a challenge at
the time—to be Secretary of the Navy
during the height of the Vietnam war.

I have heard several conversations,
they love to joke about it, when JOHN
WARNER—who is a member of the Envi-
ronment and Public Works Com-
mittee—when he and JOHN CHAFEE get
together to talk about their service,
one as Secretary, one as Assistant Sec-
retary, and the difficulties they had
during the time the Vietnam war was
going forward. He did a great job as
Secretary of the Navy.

He then spent several years in the
private sector, but in 1976 he was elect-
ed in a Democratic State—Rhode Is-
land is perhaps the most Democratic
State in the Union, but JOHN CHAFEE
did not let that stand in his way—he
was elected Governor. I identify with
Senator CHAFEE. He was elected Gov-
ernor by about 400 votes. I have been in
a number of close elections myself.
Perhaps that is one reason I identified
so much with Senator CHAFEE.

He served as Governor as if he were
elected by 400,000 votes, and he served
in the Senate in the same manner. He
was a person in the Senate who quickly
established himself as an authority on
the Nation’s budget.

Of course, as we know, he was a
member of the Finance Committee,
where he worked hard on tax policy,
and was chairman of the Environment
and Public Works Committee, where he
worked hard on environmental protec-
tion. He was one who always stood for
civil rights and human rights.

He was an independent person, and
we all know how independent he has
been in the Senate. We all need to take
a page out of JOHN CHAFEE’s book, es-
pecially with the rank partisanship
that has been taking place in this body
for the last several years. JOHN CHAFEE
was a person who did not believe in
partisanship. He continued to stake
out modern, consensus-driven positions
that marked his entire career. I ad-
mired his ability to go to people on
this side of the aisle to develop legisla-
tion.

There are those who argue Senator
CHAFEE spent many of his years advo-
cating positions that were outside the
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mainstream view of the Republican
Party in the Senate, especially when
he talked about issues of gun control,
health care, and the environment. That
probably is not the case. I believe JOHN
CHAFEE represented the mainstream of
America. He was tremendously impor-
tant and good for the Republican
Party, as he was for this country.

At the core of his being, JOHN CHAFEE
believed the American people sent us
all here to get things done, to com-
promise. And ‘‘compromise’’ to JOHN
CHAFEE was not a bad word. He knew
that legislating was the art of com-
promise and that we had to com-
promise for the best of the country, not
simply bicker with one another.

As I have indicated already, I had the
pleasure of serving with Senator
CHAFEE for 13 years in the Senate. For
the last 5 years, he has been chairman
of that committee. I have been so im-
pressed with his willingness to wade
into difficult problems. I had so many
meetings in his office in the Dirksen
Building where he would say: OK,
where are we on this? OK, we will get
together tomorrow to see where else we
can go.

He was a tenacious legislator. He
knew legislation was more than stand-
ing on the Senate floor giving speeches.
I have learned a great deal from him.

I will never forget his work to im-
prove our Nation’s air and water qual-
ity, improve highways, transit, and all
the infrastructure programs. He was so
involved in toxic waste. He was a man
who believed in Government working
for the betterment of each of us.

It was not at all unusual at critical
junctures of negotiations on important
bills to find him working late at night.
He did this from the time he arrived in
the Senate, I am told, to the present,
and I can vouch for that personally.

Environmental issues are some of the
most difficult issues we have to tackle
in Washington, often bringing out
sharp divisions, sometimes even par-
tisanship. Senator CHAFEE was always
looking for ways to cut through the
rhetoric and get things done.

While we have not been able to report
out a lot of legislation—Superfund, en-
dangered species—it was not his fault.
He was frustrated, but he never lost his
determination to push forward, and he
always did it in good spirits.

Some of the giants of the Senate in
the 20th century are people who have
served as chairmen of the Environment
and Public Works Committee, men
such as Robert Stafford of Vermont,
Jennings Randolph of West Virginia,
and DANIEL PATRICK MOYNIHAN, of
course, of New York. JOHN CHAFEE
clearly deserves to be mentioned in the
same breath as all of them. He truly
was a great Senator. In fact, it is fair
to say when we list the great Senators
of the 20th century, it would not be
complete without the name of JOHN
CHAFEE.

I close by saying I liked JOHN
CHAFEE. He was my friend. He was one
of the rare people from the other side

of the aisle who, during my election—
this last election—asked me: How are
you doing? We knew each other well
enough—he could not help me finan-
cially or give speeches—that he cared
about my legislative welfare. He is a
man I will never forget. He set an ex-
ample for me. If I can be the same type
of Senator JOHN CHAFEE was, I will cer-
tainly be happy.

I extend my condolences to John’s
wife Virginia, their 5 children and 12
grandchildren, the citizens of Rhode Is-
land, and the hundreds of past and
present members of John’s staff who
worked hard for him and loved him
dearly. The Senate and the Nation
have lost a great man—JOHN CHAFEE.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The dis-
tinguished Senator from California is
recognized.

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. I thank the Chair.
Mr. President, I join the distin-

guished Senator from Nevada in saying
a few words about Senator JOHN
CHAFEE. I believe our Nation lost a pil-
lar of the Senate last evening. I found
JOHN CHAFEE to be a deeply principled
and highly intelligent Senator. Addi-
tionally, he was one of the nicest men
I have ever had occasion to know in the
Senate or anywhere else.

I had the pleasure a couple of years
ago of being a dinner guest at the home
of JOHN and Virginia CHAFEE in
McLean, a warm, hospitable home, a
home that had 8, 10 people gathered
around the table informally for dinner,
where both JOHN CHAFEE and Virginia
Chafee presided with a warmth and a
hospitality that made it the nicest
evening I have ever spent in my 7 years
in Washington.

I really liked JOHN CHAFEE, and I had
the pleasure of working with him on a
number of issues. His record on the en-
vironment, on health care, and on gun
control is second to none. As chairman
of the Senate’s Environment and Pub-
lic Works Committee, Senator CHAFEE
was a leading voice in crafting the
Clean Air Act of 1990 which strength-
ened the Nation’s emissions standards.
Recently, he led successful efforts to
enact oil spill prevention and response
legislation and a measure to strength-
en the Safe Drinking Water Act.

JOHN CHAFEE has won virtually every
major environmental award in this
country due to his tireless efforts to
protect our Nation’s resources. Re-
cently, we worked together on an effort
to rid California’s gasoline of MTBE,
and just last Thursday, standing right
over there in the Senate Chamber, I
said: JOHN, when are you going to be
able to pass some legislation out of the
committee on MTBE? We remarked
how moving on this issue has been
made more difficult by the ethanol
lobby.

I said: You know, JOHN, we really
have to move because, in particular, of
the California situation.

He said: I know, I know, and I really
want to do something to help.

That is the way he was—a very spe-
cial person who could see beyond his

own State’s parameters and really
reach deep into the hearts of many of
us who represent States even on the
other side of this great Nation.

I will never forget earlier this year
when we stood at the White House to-
gether to call for meaningful gun legis-
lation. A few years ago, he even an-
gered many conservatives when he
pushed for a ban on the manufacture,
sale, and possession of handguns. He
was a man who believed in his prin-
ciples, and he brought them with him
to the Senate. Regardless of political
party, he responded to those principles
when the time came for such a re-
sponse.

The series of events I went through
with Senator CHAFEE which showed me
the most about him was an earlier ef-
fort in a group called the Centrist Coa-
lition. This had to do with developing a
balanced Federal budget. It took place
around, I guess, 4 years ago. We worked
for a couple of years. There were 11
members on the Republican side, 11 on
the Democratic side. Senator CHAFEE
chaired the Republican portion; Sen-
ator BREAUX chaired the Democratic
portion.

In meeting after meeting, I saw JOHN
CHAFEE’s span of knowledge across a
whole host of budget items. The Cen-
trist Coalition did, in fact, prepare a
budget. We did, and with no hearings,
put it on the floor of the Senate. And
believe it or not, it got 46 votes. It
came close to passing. Many of the
major points in that centrist budget
actually became part of the leadership
understanding with the White House
that effectively produced a balanced
budget in this Nation. A lot of that
diligence and pursuit, over a 2-year pe-
riod of time, really is a hallmark of the
way in which JOHN CHAFEE worked.

As a member of the Finance Com-
mittee, Senator CHAFEE worked to suc-
cessfully expand health care coverage
for women and children and to improve
community services for people with
disabilities.

In 1990, he spearheaded his con-
ference’s Health Care Task Force and
became a prominent figure in the na-
tional health reform debate. He went
on to lead a bipartisan effort, as has
been spoken of on the floor earlier, to
craft a comprehensive health care re-
form proposal in 1994.

He was also an adamant supporter of
a woman’s right to choose. He opposed
the gag rule, which prohibited doctors
at federally funded clinics from dis-
cussing family planning and abortion
services with their patients.

I think Senator REID, and also the
distinguished Senator from Montana,
mentioned his service in the Marine
Corps in World War II. From talking to
JOHN CHAFEE on the floor of the Sen-
ate, it was hard to see him as a robust
marine at Guadalcanal. But one of the
things I have learned in my life is
sometimes people you least suspect are
the first ones to jump in the river to
save a drowning person. I rather sus-
pect that was JOHN CHAFEE, that just
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as he was a Senator’s Senator, he could
be a hero’s hero. So he left behind him
a very distinguished military reputa-
tion, in which I hope his wife and fam-
ily will always take great pride.

JOHN CHAFEE, to me, was a giant in
this body. His civility, his manners, his
intelligence, his ethics, his credibility
were never in challenge by any member
of either of our two great parties. As
such, I believe he leaves an indis-
putable legacy.

I thank the Chair.
(The remarks of Mrs. FEINSTEIN per-

taining to the introduction of S. 1774
are located in today’s RECORD under
‘‘Statements on Introduced Bills and
Joint Resolutions.’’)

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. I thank the Chair
and yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The dis-
tinguished Senator from Oklahoma is
recognized.

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I have
been sitting this morning and listening
intently to all the comments that have
been made about our very close friend,
JOHN CHAFEE. I do not have a prepared
statement, but I do have some
thoughts I think I want to share.

It happens that this weekend, at the
time that this happened, I was on the
U.S.S. Eisenhower, where they were
doing F–18 and F–14 maneuvers and try-
ing to figure out how to get trained for
something that is coming up in their
deployment to both the Mediterranean
and the Persian Gulf. So we were talk-
ing with some of the military types
about JOHN CHAFEE. And about JOHN
you hear all these things. I have been
listening this morning about how he
was such a great guy. But people forget
what a hero he was during the Second
World War, and then again in the Ko-
rean war.

In fact, I got on his committee when
I was first elected, coming from the
House to the Senate in 1994. There is a
tradition that JOHN, every February,
would have his new members, along
with all the other members of his com-
mittee, for dinner. It was a very festive
occasion.

I used to look forward to going to
that dinner and not saying anything
but sitting quietly and listening to the
war stories told by JOHN WARNER and
JOHN CHAFEE. You could sit there and
relive the whole Second World War in a
way you will never read about.

When you think of him and the
image that he has today, and the image
of him that we have been exposed to in
the recent years, you do not think of
him as being the type of person who
would be a war hero. But he was. He
was. And every time he told his war
stories, it always came back to talking
about the love he had for America,
what America meant to him, the rea-
son it has to stay strong.

I think it is interesting, because you
hear a lot about his political philos-
ophy, and some of the things he stands
for are not consistent with standing for
a strong national defense, yet he did.
He was very unique in that respect.

I listened to the Senator from Cali-
fornia, Mrs. FEINSTEIN. She did such a
great job of describing this very gentle
person. The Senator said in her com-
ments, I believe three times, that he
was a giant, and that she knew JOHN
was a giant, and she could look at him
and see the things he did that nobody
else could do—that he was a giant.

One of the things that is interesting
in listening to those who have been
saying such eloquent things about
JOHN is they are talking about what
his stand was on different issues. As a
conservative, who disagreed with most
of the issues they talked about, I still
had a love and reverence and respect
for JOHN CHAFEE that is every bit as
much or more than some of the others.

I think it is kind of an interesting
thing; you look at a guy who does not
vote the way you vote on things, and
yet every time he would say something
about the various issues Senator FEIN-
STEIN talked about, I would stop and
think it over: This is JOHN, so maybe I
need to be listening a little bit more. I
think he had a greater impact on peo-
ple who disagreed with him than he did
on people who agreed with him.

I appreciate MAX BAUCUS and the
things he said. He has served for some
time as the ranking member of the En-
vironment and Public Works Com-
mittee, a very significant committee
and one that is handling things that af-
fect us in our everyday lives. And when
he talked about JOHN’s unquestionable
integrity, I cannot build on that. That
is true. That is JOHN. Senator REID also
talked about what a giant he was.

I would only add, that of all the char-
acteristics JOHN had, the word that
comes to my mind is love. You had to
love JOHN CHAFEE. A lot of people don’t
like me, certainly a lot of them don’t
love me, but I think of JOHN CHAFEE
and say: Who couldn’t love JOHN
CHAFEE? I feel so rich that I have had
the honor of serving with him and
being close to him.

This morning when Kay, my wife,
and I were talking about JOHN, she re-
called her last conversation with Ginny
was during our February dinner, the
very eloquent dinner he has had every
2 years that he hosted at, I believe, the
Metropolitan Club. Kay had been talk-
ing to Ginny for a long time. Their sub-
ject, Kay told me this morning, was he
had already announced 3 days before
that dinner that he was going to retire
from the Senate after all these years.
Ginny was talking about how they
were looking forward to their traveling
and all the things they were going to
do.

Now Ginny is left with 5 beautiful
children and 12 grandchildren. I re-
member how proud JOHN was when he
talked about his son, Lincoln, who is
running for his seat. So JOHN was a
family man. He loved his kids and
loved his grandkids. Maybe that is
what we all had in common. But this
place will not be the same without
JOHN CHAFEE. JOHN CHAFEE was the
lovable giant.

I yield back, Mr. President, and sug-
gest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. President, several
speakers were intending to be here to
talk in morning business. With the un-
timely death of our friend JOHN
CHAFEE, I think this time is going to be
reserved for Members who wish to talk
about the Senator and his life. I would
like to do that for a moment.

I have had the opportunity, for my
time in the Congress, to serve with
JOHN CHAFEE on the committee of
which he has been chair. I had the op-
portunity to become acquainted with
certainly one of the most outstanding
Senators who has ever been in the Sen-
ate. I will not go back over all the
things our friends have already said.
But each of us, I suppose, has a little
different memory, a little different
feeling.

JOHN CHAFEE certainly epitomized
the meaning of public service, from
leaving college and going into the Ma-
rine Corps in World War II, to serving
again in Korea, to serving his State as
a legislator, as Governor, serving the
country as Secretary of the Navy, and
serving four terms in the Senate, de-
voting his life to public service and
doing it in such a way that he will al-
ways be remembered.

Senator CHAFEE was dedicated, of
course, to this country. He cherished
freedom and risked his life and sac-
rificed for the freedom you and I enjoy.
So it is hard to lose a friend of that
kind.

JOHN CHAFEE and I didn’t always
agree on the issues. He came from
quite a different world than I—he was
from Rhode Island, and I am from Wyo-
ming—in terms of many of the issues,
but we were always able to talk about
them.

JOHN CHAFEE came to Wyoming at
my request to take a look at endan-
gered species, and he drove out into the
wilderness to look. He rode around a
ranch. He and a friend of mine got in a
pickup, and he looked at a different
world than he was accustomed to—be-
cause of his service, because of his
friendship. So, certainly, no one per-
sonifies more that feeling. Nobody was
more gentlemanly and more friendly
than JOHN CHAFEE.

In terms of service on this floor and
in terms of cooperation, we worked
through a number of things, such as
highway bills, endangered species bills,
and EPA things, which are conten-
tious. But JOHN CHAFEE would always
listen. JOHN had wisdom to share and
was willing to share it.

So I am sure we all feel the tremen-
dous loss of this Senate leader, one of
the best in America. I am sure many of
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us will come to the floor to share their
views and feelings. Senator CHAFEE
represented the best of this country in
many ways. His leadership, statesman-
ship, and abilities will be sorely
missed, not only in Rhode Island but
nationally. We all send our very best
and our prayers to his family.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.

VOINOVICH). The clerk will call the roll.
The legislative assistant proceeded

to call the roll.
Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, I come
to the floor of the Senate today to rec-
ognize the passing of a colleague and a
very dear friend, Senator JOHN CHAFEE
of Rhode Island, and to express my con-
dolences to his lovely wife Virginia and
their family.

I was just elected to the Senate in
1996 and found I had the opportunity to
serve on two committees with Senator
CHAFEE. He continued to serve as
chairman of the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works, and I also
served with him on the Intelligence
Committee.

I will take a moment here to recog-
nize my good friend’s accomplishments
in life and how much I appreciated
serving with him in the Senate. He was
truly a remarkable individual. He grad-
uated from Yale and then got a law de-
gree from Harvard in 1950. He served in
the Marine Corps as well as being Sec-
retary of the Navy. He was a patriot, a
hero, serving this country’s interests
in World War II and Korea.

My wife and I had an opportunity to
join him and Virginia at a dinner when
I was just elected to the Senate and
had just joined his committee. I think
it was Senator INHOFE who said he tra-
ditionally held dinners for new mem-
bers of his committee. I got an oppor-
tunity to visit with him about some of
his experiences, and he was a delight to
visit with, as was his wife Virginia. We
had a great time that evening.

Senator CHAFEE worked hard on So-
cial Security issues. He was a leader on
health care. In fact, he worked in the
subcommittees on both of those issues
in Finance, and then as chairman of
the Environment and Public Works
Committee. I found he was extremely
fair and encouraging, somebody who
could work with Republicans and
Democrats.

Even though I disagreed with him, as
I found myself at times disagreeing
with him because I did represent a
Western State with some different
views, particularly in regard to water,
in committee he always gave me a fair
chance. He gave me an opportunity to
express my views and to represent the
citizens of Colorado. I really did appre-
ciate him for his fairness.

He did a lot to help me be effective in
that committee. He made sure, wher-
ever possible, if he could work with me

on environmental issues that were im-
portant to Colorado, he did that.

I had an opportunity, which I took,
to move from that committee to
Armed Services. Even though I did not
continue to serve on the Environment
and Public Works Committee with him,
he continued to be helpful and when-
ever I had environmental concerns I
brought them to his committee. I ap-
preciated his commitment to being a
team player and helping everybody in
the Senate.

JOHN was a great person; he was a
nice person; he was a helpful person. I
will continue to remember his dedica-
tion.

Just to show how he grew on you, I
like to look at his achievements in
elected office. He ran for Governor in
1962 and was elected by a mere 398
votes. Then in 1964 and 1966, 2 years and
4 years after he originally ran for Gov-
ernor, he won both times by the largest
margins in that State’s history. Not
only did he grow on those who knew
him personally, but in his public serv-
ice he grew on those whom he rep-
resented. In fact, when he was elected,
he became the only Republican to be
elected to the Senate from Rhode Is-
land in the past 68 years, and he served
4 terms in that capacity.

He was, indeed, a public servant,
somebody who worked hard on environ-
mental issues. At times I found I could
agree with him, and I recognized his ef-
forts on conservation and open space
preservation. I also recognized his dedi-
cation and work on the Intelligence
Committee. The Intelligence Com-
mittee is one of those committees
where much of what we do is not
shared with the public. I want the pub-
lic to know today, Senator JOHN
CHAFEE was a valuable resource on that
committee, considering his experience
in World War II, his experience in
Korea, and having been Secretary of
Navy.

I will always remember Senator
CHAFEE as a friend. I want his family to
know my wife Joan and I will miss
him.

Mr. President, I yield the floor and
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative assistant proceeded
to call the roll.

Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, I am
here today with a saddened heart at
the passage of probably my best friend
in the Senate, and the House.

It is not often we get to be close to
someone in this body. Oftentimes, we
have friendships, but they are not per-
sonal friendships. This was a personal
one to me—starting from the time I
first knew him in the House. When I
came to this body in 1989, I was ap-
pointed to his committee, as I took the
place of Senator Stafford from

Vermont. And thus, I got to know JOHN
immediately and found there was lit-
tle, if anything, on which we ever dis-
agreed.

His leadership on difficult decisions
was without parallel to those I have
known in this body. He was one of our
greatest heroes in this Nation. I know
others have exalted his wartime service
at Guadalcanal as a marine.

Also, I remember having met him
when he was Secretary of the Navy. I
was in the Navy at the time. So my
memories go back a long time.

But my friendship was mainly based
upon JOHN’s tremendous personality
and his dedication to work and his abil-
ity to get things done. He was a man of
courage on the battlefield and in the
political arena. I do not know anyone
who did not like and respect JOHN
CHAFEE.

When I first came to the Senate in
1989, I served on the Environment and
Public Works Committee with JOHN as
my ranking member. He took me under
his wing and helped guide me in the big
shoes I had to fill in the wake of Bob
Stafford, as I mentioned.

We had many trying problems at that
time. We had the reauthorization of
the Transportation Act. But the most
memorable experiences I had dealt
with the Clean Air Act, and not only in
the committee but also having been ap-
pointed, along with him, by the then-
majority leader, George Mitchell of
Maine, to be on the Clean Air Task
Force.

As one can remember, that was one
of the most contentious pieces of legis-
lation with which we have ever dealt.
It took the holding of hands and nurs-
ing each other along to make sure we
could get the votes necessary to pass
that very controversial act. That
placed me in even greater awe of
JOHN’s capacity to lead and to be lis-
tened to.

I also recall in 1995 and 1996 meeting
day in and day out in JOHN’s office to
develop a centrist health care package.
We spent a year as JOHN toiled trying
to pull together a middle ground on a
health care package. JOHN’s work to do
that was well recognized. Although it
never came to fruition at that time, it
did give an alternative to the plan
which had come from the White House
and did give us all something to work
on to try to develop a health care pack-
age that would serve this Nation. Al-
though it did not work then, and did
not work more recently, it was tried
from the center, and it did give to us
many thoughts and approaches which
have been adopted in the health care
package which did pass this body.

JOHN’s work to preserve the environ-
ment, especially for New England, to
me, again, showed he was a leader.

JOHN and I ate lunch together every
Wednesday for the last 10 years, along
with some others, especially from New
England, and also ARLEN SPECTER. But
we always discussed the matters of pol-
icy on which we would have agreement.
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Also, I spent several evenings with
JOHN at dinner, when he would say,
hey, let’s go down to the Metropolitan
Club, or elsewhere, and have dinner to-
gether. Those were also memorable
moments in my life, as we had many
things to discuss; but it was as much
about ourselves and our families as it
was about the great problems of the
Nation.

JOHN CHAFEE represented the State of
Rhode Island with distinction and rep-
resented what was best about this in-
stitution. My thoughts and prayers go
out to his wife, Ginny, and their 5 chil-
dren and 12 grandchildren, and also to
his wonderful staff, who I have gotten
to know over the years, who have most
capably served him.

JOHN’s memory also goes to the time
he came and campaigned for me in my
State, and all the other times we had a
chance to work together. Most, I re-
member that if I ever had a question on
how to vote or I came in at the last
minute and did not know what the
issue was—I hate to admit to that—I
would first look to see how JOHN voted.
I knew, if nothing else, if I voted as he
did, I probably would not get in trou-
ble. I suppose we all have moments
similar to that that we don’t talk
about politically, but when you have
that kind of an individual whom you
can count on to give you the right di-
rection, it is very important here, espe-
cially on some of the tough issues we
have where those of us who are called
moderates have to cast votes at times
where we don’t get friends on either
side of the aisle.

I also want to speak out to JOHN’s
staff. I know how sad and tremen-
dously burdened they now feel at his
passing. But if it was not for his staff
and their tremendous capacity, I know
JOHN could not have accomplished the
things he did as a Senator. They will
miss him deeply, but so will I and so
will the other Members who got to
know him and his staff well over the
course of time.

I know all of us are sad today. I am
getting to the point where I better
quit.

Mr. President, I yield the floor
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The

Chair, in his capacity as a Senator
from the State of Ohio, suggests the
absence of a quorum.

The clerk will call the roll.
The legislative assistant proceeded

to call the roll.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Acting in

my capacity as a Senator from Ohio, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

Without objection, it is so ordered.
f

RECESS
The PRESIDING OFFICER. In my

capacity as a Senator from Ohio, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
stand in recess subject to the call of
the Chair.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 2:08 p.m., recessed subject to the call
of the Chair.

The Senate reassembled at 2:08 p.m.,
when called to order by the Presiding
Officer (Mr. VOINOVICH).

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Mexico.
f

IN HONOR OF SENATOR JOHN
CHAFEE

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I rise
today for a few words about Senator
JOHN CHAFEE, our wonderful friend who
left us early this morning.

I happened to be privileged to know
both he and his wife Virginia very well.
My heart goes out to her today. I have
not been able to contact her because it
is pretty difficult. The phone lines are
busy, and she is busy. But my wife
Nancy and I extend our sympathies and
hope we will see her very soon.

As I think about JOHN CHAFEE, I see
this mild-mannered person; but then I
read about him, and there is a great
paradox. If you look at what he did as
a patriot, he was a great war hero. He
served with the U.S. Marines in Iwo
Jima, a very gruesome life experience.
Clearly, he had to do some things that
aren’t so consistent with what we see
in a very mild-mannered person.

Believe it or not, after law school at
Harvard, he volunteered and went a
second time. He went to Korea. Then
you would think such a talented man
would probably want to be in the front
office with generals and admirals. But
he was head of a rifle team on the
ground. That was JOHN CHAFEE. Yet
you could hear him regularly, when he
made decisions on foreign affairs
issues, talk about our country in a way
that you absolutely were sure you
knew where his heart, conscience, and
mind were. It went way beyond that.

So if anybody were striving to match
him, they would have to take a look at
the next one, which is his fantastic
public service. We all knew him in his
last public service career. But many
people knew him in the earlier stages,
when he was a representative and head
of the minority party in the House of
Representatives in his State and Gov-
ernor twice.

I remember vividly when I was elect-
ed to the Senate 26 years ago, there
were four Senators on the Republican
ticket across America who were ex-
pected to win. I remember getting a
visit in my State then from Richard
Nixon, and he had gone to Rhode Is-
land, which was where JOHN CHAFEE
was running, who had been Secretary
of the Navy and was supposed to be
elected; Senator Bartlett of Oklahoma;
Senator McClure of Idaho; and myself.
He lost.

So he was 2 years younger than I am.
It took 2 years for them to realize it,
but then they finally elected him. He
was here ever since. I can quickly state
the legacy I see after all these years, as
can others who have been here 10, 15, 20
years. He had such a variety of things
he did that I am not sure the two
things for which I know him best will
be his true legacy; maybe both will be.

Senator CHAFEE followed in the foot-
steps of great environmental Senators
such as Ed Muskie when he became
chair, on our side, of the Environment
and Public Works Committee. I do be-
lieve, even though most of the legisla-
tion for clean air, water, and the like
had already been accomplished before
he went on, at least the policies were
in place, as the occupant of the Chair
readily knows in his distinguished ca-
reer. He quickly became known as a
real environmentalist who understood
and was practical yet stern in his be-
liefs. When it came to clean air and
clean water, pollution in general, and
certainly conservation of open space,
there was no peer during his years as
chairman and even before that.

Everybody will get up and speak, I
am sure, about his distinguished efforts
on the health care side. He happened to
be on the Finance Committee. When
you say the Committee on Finance in
the Senate, many people don’t think of
health care, but they have a lot of
health care jurisdiction, including
Medicare, Medicaid, and all the tax
laws as they relate to health care.
There was no stronger advocate for
getting more people covered in health
care than JOHN CHAFEE and no stronger
advocate for the health of our children
and the need to make sure we were
taking every precaution in getting
health care to our children and passing
laws that would get it there. He was
truly a staunch advocate for healthy
Americans and Americans having a
better chance to be healthy, to get
cured when they are sick, and taken
care of when they are sick.

I am sure there are other things he
has done of which I am not aware. But
if we got a chance to look at his record,
it would be mentioned. There will be
plenty of opportunity. I thought if I
found the Senate open, I would drop by
and say thank you, Senator CHAFEE,
and thank you to his family for all
they did for our country and for the
Senate; thanks to his wonderful wife
for all the sacrifices she and their won-
derful family have made.

I hope, again, we will get to see that
family during the next 2 or 3 days. I
hope the Senate will honor him appro-
priately. I hope we take time off and go
to his funeral. I am not in charge, but
I hope we do that. I think we ought to
do that, wherever it is. Whatever we
are doing, we ought to take time off.
That is just what we ought to do for a
real Senator and a real friend.

I yield the floor.
f

RECESS

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
now stand in recess subject to the call
of the Chair.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 2:14 p.m., recessed subject to the call
of the Chair; whereupon, at 3 p.m., the
Senate reassembled when called to
order by the Presiding Officer (Ms.
COLLINS).
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